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More Than 150 Area Students Get Up Close Look At Local Government

And Learn Responsible Citizenship At Youth in City Government Conference

On February 14, 2007 local students from more than 15 Cincinnati area high schools will be convening at 8:00 a.m. at the Cincinnati Convention Center for the start of a three-day Youth in City Government conference aimed at teaching them to be better, more responsible citizens and leaders. 

The YMCA’s Youth and Government Conference will host more than 150 students of diverse abilities, and socio-economic, cultural, and religious backgrounds. Over the course of three days – February 14, 21 and 22 – they’ll participate in panel discussions with city leaders and international groups; workshops on campaigning, political journalism, community activism, and in lively exercises that will break down walls surrounding neighborhoods. They’ll even campaign and vote for the 2007-2008 Cincinnati youth council and mayor. It is an opportunity for them to learn how Cincinnati works, open the lines of communication, gain confidence, and have a voice. 

This year, the outgoing youth council will also be introducing a new year-long component to the program that will encourage more students and more schools to stay involved. 

“Any teenager who works and pays taxes needs to take responsibility for their community,” said Myles Holt, 2006-2007 youth mayor and youth Ohio governor. “We need to be good citizens too and that means holding people accountable and letting our legislators know how we feel about issues.”

A senior at Withrow University, Holt now aspires toward a career in politics because of his involvement with Youth and Government.  The experience, he said, has taught him how to interact with people who are emotional and to understand their needs. “I’ve gained a lot of networking skills, the respect of people twice my age, and just a broader perspective of the meaning of government. I’ve also had an opportunity to speak on behalf of people in my neighborhood who often don’t have a voice,” he said.

This is the second year Dennis McFadden, a high school teacher at Hughes Center Paideia, will be sending his entire junior social studies class of about 40 students. Four of the nine 2006 to 2007 youth council members are from Hughes.

“So often my students think of the city just as city council. They don’t realize there’s a whole bureaucratic that runs Cincinnati and this helps them learn about it, and about how bills are begun and passed,” said Mr. McFadden, “but the students also grow by mixing with kids from other backgrounds. They’ve learned how to effectively communicate their concerns which is important.”

About the YMCA of Greater Cincinnati

One out of three Americans reports being a YMCA member at some point in his or her life. The 153-year old YMCA of Greater Cincinnati is the area’s largest not-for-profit community service organization, serving 43,000 kids, 52,000 families, and 14,000 teens through a broad range of programs, including mentoring, youth leadership, and volunteerism through community outreach initiatives that promote the character values of caring, honesty, respect, and responsibility. The YMCA of Greater Cincinnati is also the Tri-state’s largest provider of childcare, serving people of all faiths, races, ages and incomes. Financial assistance is available for all YMCA programs and membership. Visit www.myy.org to learn more about the YMCA of Greater Cincinnati.
# # #

Conference Facts:

February 14

8:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

Cincinnati Convention Center 

Key media opportunities:

9:00 a.m. to 9:30
Mayor Mark Mallory to give keynote opening speech

9:45 a.m. to 10:45
Panel discussions with city departments

11:00 a.m. to 12:15
Small group discussions

February 21

8:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

Cincinnati Convention Center

Key media opportunities:

9:20 a.m. to 10:00 
Year round program kick-off

10:00 a.m. to 11:00 
Biased City Exercise*

11:30 to 12:15

Youth council candidate speeches 

12:45 to 1:30

Global Cincinnati and international discussions

1:30 to 2:00

Youth mayoral candidate speeches

2:00 to 2:30

David Pepper speaks

2:30


Voting for youth council and mayor

February 22

8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

City Hall/Cincinnati Club

Key media opportunities:

8:15 to 8:30

Announce new youth council and mayor (at City Hall)

8:30 to 10:30

Youth council ordinance held  (at City Hall) *

11:30 to 1:00

Lunch at Cincinnati Club with program

1:00


Welcome from City of Cincinnati Council in council chambers

1:30


Swearing in ceremony for new youth council and mayor

· Biased City Exercise would be a dynamic activity to cover. It is an exercise where students will break out into groups representing diverse neighborhoods of the city. Without knowing until the end which neighborhood they represent, they will experience mock situations to give them a better understanding of some of the 

differences such as socio-economic, emergency response, and ease of acquiring building permits.

· The Youth Council Ordinance will involve the youth debating an ordinance that was written by the youth council in city hall council chambers. 

