Under the leadership of Dr. Victor Garcia of Children’s Hospital, and the Chairman of  the Law and Public Safety Committee, Councilmember Cecil Thomas, Cincinnati will create a Youth Violence Intervention Initiative. This comprehensive community based approach to public safety is a partnership between the City of Cincinnati, Children’s Hospital, UC, law enforcement agencies, and community organizations. It’s being modeled after the work of Professor David Kennedy. A similar effort in Boston led to a dramatic reduction in violent crime and homicides.

Last year, I focused heavily on youth initiatives. I started by listening to students through the High School Listening Tour. I heard an earful, and one of thing I learned was that young people have a great passion for our city, and they want to help. So, I created a Youth Council to give students direct access to the Mayor’s Office and to give them a role in shaping the future of our city.

Last year, we launched an exciting new initiative called Strive that will bring together all of the educational resources in our region to focus on the development of every child in Cincinnati and Northern Kentucky from birth through college and into a meaningful career. Strive is a partnership between the education community, the business community, area non-profits, and the cities of Cincinnati, Covington, and Newport. This partnership recognizes the link between providing a strong education and creating a strong city.

I started a Mentoring Initiative to connect city employees to young people because mentoring has a dramatic positive effect on the lives of youth. I am a Mentor myself and I challenge more citizens to become mentors, as well. In fact, we have a city employee mentor with us here tonight, Amit Ghosh. He became a mentor in the pilot program held last summer, and has stuck with his mentee through some very trying time. Thank you Amit.

We held a Youth Job Fair, and 2,000 young people showed up looking for work. It was so big last year, that we are moving it to the Duke Energy Center this year. A lot of people in this city think that young people don’t want to work, I challenge that – they do.

So, in my budget, I recommended a half million dollars for youth jobs. In the final budget, working with Councilmember Laketa Cole and others, we were able to increase that number to $1 million for summer youth employment because young people are up to the challenge.

As part of that initiative, we are investing $120,000 in a youth artist mural program, run by ArtWorks. The program will hire professional artists to train youth to become artists, and young people will be paid to create public murals to beautify our neighborhoods.

