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1) National Afterschool Association Conference  
2) A New Day for Learning Report  
3) Great Science for Girls Project  
4) Science and Society Conference  
5) Pathways to Advanced STEM Coursework   

1) National Afterschool Association Conference  
There will be a wealth of STEM-related opportunities at the NAA conference in Phoenix, March 21-23.  The Coalition will be there promoting these workshops and other resources to support STEM learning in after-school.  The Coalition will present an overview of after-school STEM in the opening slot of the conference, including a panel on partnerships with informal science institutions, featuring Laura Martin (Arizona Science Center), Patrick Lopez (Explora Albuquerque), and Bob Hirshon (AAAS/Kinetic City), and a few hands-on activities.  Special thanks to Bob Hirshon and the American Association for the Advancement of Science for sharing their exhibit space with the Coalition.   

Other STEM-related features include a pre-conference on Design Squad, the new engineering program for middle school students by WGBH;  an extended session on "Science, Equity, and Afterschool" by the Educational Equity Center; an entire strand of NASA sessions as well as a trip to the Mars Space Flight Facility at Arizona State University; and many STEM sessions by other experts.  For a full listing, you can search under STEM at: http://www.naaconference.org/workshoplookup2.asp  

2) A New Day for Learning Report  
In January, the Time, Learning, and Afterschool Task Force, financed by the C.S. Mott Foundation, released a report titled "A New Day for Learning."  This report calls for a more integrated approach to student learning, connecting learning experiences from the school day, after-school, and everywhere else that children learn.  It urges the use of research-based knowledge, especially what we know about how people learn.  It recommends collaborations across local, state, and national sectors, with new leadership and professional development opportunities for educators.  Among the most important findings relevant to after-school STEM is a redefinition of student success, "beyond the acquisition of basic skills," with "the time it takes to experience success," and "sophisticated ways to measure it."  You can read the full report at http://www.edutopia.org/anewdayforlearning/.  Jason will also be commenting on the report in his blog: http://scienceafterschool.blogspot.com .  

3) Great Science for Girls Project  
The Educational Equity Center (EEC) at AED kicked off its project to "create and deliver customized professional development and consulting services for after-school frontline staff and program directors across the country to intentionally and effectively support girls' interest and persistence in the STEM fields."  EEC is working with after-school intermediaries to build capacity for professional development integrating equity and STEM.  The first intermediaries in the project, based in Chicago, Connecticut, Hampton (VA), Indiana, New York City, San Diego, and Washington, DC, are currently seeking local partners.  More info about the project here: http://www.afterschool.org/sga/gsg.cfm.  

4) Science & Society: Closing the Gap Conference   
Thomas Carlson attended this conference on behalf of the Coalition.  The goal of the conference was to begin talking about ways science can be more accessible to the general public.  Many scientists and science educators came to discuss what projects and tools they are using to reach a broader audience. There was a strong interest into reaching out to the society through different forms of media and educational programs including after school.  Executive Committee member Rob Semper of the Exploratorium moderated a panel on "Innovation - New Media and Platforms."  Over 1300 people attended the three-day conference in Boston.  

5) Pathways to Advanced STEM Coursework  
As previously announced, the Coalition has been funded to look at the potential for after-school programs as a network of early support for advanced science coursework, including AP classes.  During Phase 2 of the project, the Coalition will commission three position papers in response to the literature review currently being conducted by SERVE at UNC-Greensboro.  In Phase 3, about 25 people will be invited for action planning based upon these papers.  If you are interested in participating in this project, please contact Jason Freeman or Thomas Carlson.  
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