	 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1PAUL KOMAREK

Human Intervention
Consulting and Communications
	4335 Pitts Avenue
Cincinnati, OH 45223

(513) 541-1550

Fax (513) 541-5185

komarek@humanintervention.net

www.humanintervention.net


March 14, 2007

Honorable Ted Strickland

Governor of Ohio

Governor's Office

Riffe Center, 30th Floor

77 South High Street

Columbus, OH 43215-6108

RE: 
21st Century Community Learning Center Grant Process

Licensing Requirement for Eligibility of Community-Based Programs

Dear Governor Strickland:

I am writing in connection with the current Ohio Department of Education (ODE) grant process for 21st Century Community Learning Centers. This is a federal program that funds after-school programming. Among eligible entities are community-based organizations that partner with local education agencies. This is a huge program, with approximately 100 new grants to be authorized statewide, each grantee receiving from $50,000 to $300,000 per year for 5 years.

The problem is that ODE is improperly preventing many community-based youth development programs from competing in the grant process. ODE is doing this by requiring applicants to become licensed child care centers in order to qualify for Community Learning Center funding, even though youth development programs are exempt from licensure pursuant to Revised Code §5104.021. 

I am asking that you intervene with the ODE so that community-based or faith-based youth development programs which are exempt from licensure can compete fairly in the grant process. My proposed solution is to require ODE to accept a notice from the Ohio Department of Job and Family Services that the particular youth development program is exempt from licensing. This solution cannot apply to programs operated by schools, because ODE has regulations in place regulating school child care. 

Prompt action is needed because of impending grant submission deadlines. Grant applications are due to be submitted April 15-27, 2007. Scoring is set for May. Funds will be disbursed in late July.

I am working with Winton Place Youth Center (WPYC), a nonprofit community-based organization that has served children in Cincinnati’s Winton Place neighborhood for twenty years. We provide tutoring, homework help, counseling, drug and alcohol prevention, violence prevention and other critical services to neighborhood children. Our small staff partners with local schools, churches, and nonprofit social service agencies to bring programming to a neighborhood where there is no recreation center, YMCA or library. Our children attend some eighteen different schools, public and private. Cincinnati Public Schools (CPS) has a “magnet” school in our neighborhood which CPS intends to close. The CPS-designated  “neighborhood” school  is located outside the neighborhood – requiring neighborhood children to travel to this school by bus. Because of these CPS service gaps affecting our neighborhood, WPYC proposes to offer programming at its own site, not in a school.

Child care licensure presents a considerable barrier for our organization. Our mission is youth development, not child care. We want to engage neighborhood children, and improve their lives through a variety of activities and programs. We do not provide services custodial in nature. Our program philosophy is set out in detail in the enclosed document, WPYC Program Model. I would be happy to meet or consult with a member of your staff to outline the many difficulties that child care licensing would impose on our program. These difficulties are shared by many community organizations, including groups such as the YMCA and the Boys and Girls Clubs. 

Noteworthy are the federal regulations governing the 21st Century Community Learning Center grant program. An important purpose is to:

[O]ffer students a broad array of additional services, programs, and activities, such as youth development activities, drug and violence prevention programs, counseling programs, art, music, and recreation programs, technology education programs, and character education programs, that are designed to reinforce and complement the regular academic program of participating students.

When I pointed this out to my ODE contact, I was told “State rules supersede federal regulations.” 

My contact’s “superior” referenced ORC §3301.59. However, this statute, and its implementing regulations in OAC Chapter 3301-32, do not apply to our center. They apply only to programs “operated by schools.” 

Ohio does not license youth development programs. Kentucky and many other states do. I do not believe that the Federal government wants Kentucky youth development programs but not Ohio programs to receive this funding.

Thank you for reviewing this matter. I appreciate your kind consideration.

Sincerely yours,

Paul Komarek
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