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The Summer of Their Discontent
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By TOM BENNING snd ANJALI ATHAVALEY

Last year, Josaline and Mirelyns De Leon attended frea summer school in downtown Los
Angeles while their parents worked. it provided more than just & haven during the day. It alac
gave the two girls, 13 and 10 years old, the academic halp they needed to bolstar their gradas
for the folkwing school year.

This yeer, budget cuts have forced the Los Angeles Unified School District to drop summer
classas for elementary- and middle-school studerts, laaving their father, Rudy De Leon, trying
to scraps up the money 10 pay for a few weeka at a private program that charges $50 a week
per studert. He 1s glad his daughters will receive some teaching over the summer. Bk they
wan't receive achool credit, and Mr, De Leon worries that they might fall behind,

“We'll try to do the beat wa can,” he says.

Families across the country are facing similar
dilemmas as atate and lccal budget cuts are
hitting school districts hard—foreirng mary of
them to make cuts In summer programs that

- many sducators consider critical to students'
academic success.
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survey of more than 800 administrators nationwids, The Naticral Perent Teacher Asaociation
and the National Canter for Summer Learning at Johns Mopkins University ssy they have alsc
sean svidanca that cuts in summer programs have been widespread.

Cna mitigating factor: The U.S, Department of Education began handing out a $100 billion poal
of fadaral stimuius funds In April, belping some school districts avoid cuts or aven expand their
summer classes,

in Great Falls, Mont., schoal laaders are using the money to restart a 1,000-student progrem
that was cu last year, The Cincinnatl School District nearly doubled its sumimer-achool
offarings by using federal stimulus money devuted to schools in high-poverty areas.

But some districts who have applied for stimulus money will not receive the funds in time to
save their summer programs, and in atatas with particularly large budget shortfalis, such as
California, many districts are already using the federal funds for ather expenses.

In recent years, summer school has become a more important part of students’ education as
classes have movad bayond remedial education to ervichment programs that can help closs
the differanca In acaderic achievement armong students from lower- and higher-income
tousehoids. '



Summer-School Cuts Threaten Students - WSJ.com

Ron Fairchild, exacitive director of the National Center for Summer Learning, says research
shows there are significant loases, particularly for lower-income studerts, in math and reading
akills over the summer break,

But schoot districts from Florida to Washington State are facing a painful choice as funds run
short: Eliminats taaching positions, or find programs to cut. Increasingly, summer schoo is the
program getting the ax.

In Florida’s Semincle County Schaol Oistrict, administrators say nearly 140 teachers’ jobs were
gaved In part by a $1.5 milllon reduction to fts $1.8 million summer school budget, which had
svolled nearly 15,000 students in past years, In Litcifleld Elamentary School District outside
of Phoanix, kiling & 100-student summer schocl allowed the district to preserve the salary of
one teacher and one support staff member, saya superintendent Jullanne Lein.

Mary sducators ara now acrambling for afternative programe to fll tha summer-learning vold.
In lowa Chty, |owe, soma local nanproftt recreation programs added tutoring asssions this year
at the district's behest after summer school was cut for about 1,000 students, admiristretors
say. Other districts are trying fee-based enrichment programs, and & number of districts,
including Lawrence Township outside of Indlanapolls, are sncouraging students to take online
classas.

After the school district dropped its summer courses this ysar, Lawrence Township high-school
student Sierre. Everatt, 17, paid $50 for 2 Geometry |l oniine cowrse so she could stay on track
to graduate, But her mother, Lisa, is concerned about her daughter getting timely feadback on
questions and tests, *If she's In a groove, but then has to walt a long time for a responss, that
could totally ruin her concantration,” Ms. Everett aays,

As of April, more than 40% of Califorria schooi districts were making cutbacks in summer
programs, according to a survey of 244 districts by the California Parert Teachar Association
—which was taken bafore an escalaticn in the state's budget crisis ast off ancther rash of
summer-gchoo! cuts,

In the Los Angeles diatrict, the nation's second-largest, sliminating summar programs for
225,000 students saved $34 milion. Superintendent Ramon Certines says he had no other
¢holce, despita hia belisf that summer school I8 *essential® for many students.

“Wa are going 1o 88e an increasa in issues with young people in the community,” he says.
“Gang acthvity. Family issues. Kids wandering the atreat. This is not & good aituation.”

In Port St. John, Fla., Christy Tagye's two daughters, who just complated third and fifth grade,
need to attend school this summer after recelving low scores on their standardized tests. But
Brevard County reduced its summer school program o about 1,800 studertts from more than
14,000 last yaar, saving nearly $4 million, administrators say.

Ms. Tagys receritly found out there won't ba classes for her younger daughter at her
elementary achool, which is laas than a quarter-mile from her hame. Instead, she'll have to
drop her off at a school eight miles away.

Even worse, there are no claases at all available for her fifth grader, “My frustration is more
with ry other daughter, who could really. benefit from summer school but doesan't have the
option,” says Ma. Tagye.

Write to Tom Banning at tom.bemming@wsi.com and Anjali Athavaley at
aniall. athavaley@wsj.com
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