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Obama aide lauds CPS program

By Ban Pischer = bilschar@enquirer.com » June 28, 2008
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An amissary trom the Chame administration today pralsed Cincinnali Public Schools' expandad surmmes-
school program ss a creative way to kesp kids in class longer, m major sdministration priorty.

aDVRETAEIHINT : During 4 tour of Pleasant Hill Academmy in Collage HN, whers students were

HM.W“' finishing their last dary of Fifth Quarter summer school, Jm Shelton creditsd -
CPS for finding @ good use for increased federa! sid included in February's
Soonomic stimulus packags.

=An'ra trying to got diferent districts and schools 10 think about difersnt
mhmmm&rn.'lﬂdmlm.mmmﬂ
‘ssonetary for innovation. “And they ssem 10 be really creative about R, and
think systemically about it as a distriol"

. smmmmmm.cwnsmm
¥ H . faling schools have invited students back for an exira month. )
Great tasting, high-qualty
manis for $5 or under The stimulus included & two-ysar, $21 miion boost in regular ald for

high-poverty school for CPS, aliowing the district to expand Hte usual
BUITHTIN PrOgINMS. .

e Filth Quarter classes lest & full day, inchice students’ own teachers
from the achool ysar and make exiensive uss of quesh-scademic
snrichment programa ke gardening and nutrition isescns 1o aupmant
reading and math Inatruction. The sopansion cost CPS $1.5 mikion.

During Shefion’s tour, Plsasant Hill students wers pianting flowsr pots,
; leaming how plants grow, while in another room, students wers making
m:l'm":";f:'“ seiads and leaming about the food groups. The YMCA of Grester
"“” °'°""|’ Cincinnat! ovarseas the oul-of-class currioukum st most of the schools.
: Thbm,mmmﬁhimrtﬂnmﬂnhmm-upm
about 80 In -t
pravious summer swasians, sakd Pleasant Hill Principal Cheress Clark.

'mmmnmuphuummmuummﬂmmgo.' sak
Lecnard Osan, & parent-at the schoal.

Latst in the day, oider students from all 13 Fifth Quartsr schools went to
Packiiefest st Consy lsiand, whare they did snvironmentsd sclsnos projects
and osfebrated the and of classes. .

Aduls Retuming fo School
cmhmmumdmmu-'mmmuﬂwmm
Advariiaing provided by: thres “redesign’ schoals, Supsrintendent Mary Ronan seid. Thoss three
ARALestyle.com schools, Mount Alry, Rothanbarg and South Avordale, wik start classes

™ . agriier, shrink ciass sizes snd offer forsign-anguage classes.

The Obams administration is pressing districts to usa its stiius dollars to xperimant, rather than Ml
ads'lhgmdgdhuh.Tm.Wﬂnmuma&MunWhuMpmmmh
speciments, If successiul, Shation sald. . .
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Te'ZahWise (Ieft), a fourth-grader; plays dodgeball. at Westwood Schoot, 1tis.one of 28 CincyAtterSchool programs in Ctacinnati
Public.5choois. The.demand for'such programs exceeds the numper of apen siots, and money is being cut back this year.

Tighter money,
fewer spaces
pose problems

By Jokm:joknston
Jiohusien@enguirer.com

Darrick Evans; a single father

from Westwood, 'doesn’t . fret -

about what. his 11-vear-old .son
and13-yearold daughter do after
school.

When therr classes end at
Westwood School, the children
-stay put for a few hours.

The school is one of 28 Cincin-
nati Public School sites in the
CincyAtterSchool network, led
by the YMCA of Greater Cincin-
nati; 1t partners with other non-
profits to provide after-schoaol ac-
tivities with an emphasis on ace-
desmic enrichment,

“§ depend on it,” said Evans, an
electritian, “and I'm happy (my
children):have somewhere to go
where.they can mix with- other
kids.and I don't have to worty
about thern being it troubls.”

A few years ago, though, his
chiidren attended. a .scheol that
didri't have an after-school. pro-
gram; Lacking other options, Ev-
ans and the children's mother —
they are divorced - had to juggie
work schedules so one of them
could be home with the kids after
schocl,

Quality after-school programs
benefit parents, children.and the
community as a whole, but.as a
new scheol year begins there's a
shortage of such programa local-
Iy and nationally, after-school ag-
vocates say. The problem is be-
ing exacerbated by funding
cutbacks tied to the recession.

Nationally, some 14 million
children. are on their own after
schoel, according the After
school Alliance, a Washington,
D.C.-pased -advocacy . groupi«n
Ohio, nearly 660,000 ciifldrenare
unsupervised .after -schosl;::in
Hentucky; about158;000.

" ~Shidies: show: that-the hours
between '3 pen.and 6 p.m, are
prirne tirne for jrvenile crime and

experimentation-with-.drugs, al- -

cohel and-sex.
CThe .a]ll.ance surveyed 1447

--W* An-energetic.staff that Is

" tention:and small goups,

; Picking a program

4C, 2 child-care resource anc referal program, atfers parents this
chacidist of what to look forwhen choosing an after-scheol program:

fimiibie. and fun. t
'3 Low.stafi-to-chifd ratios that ¥
‘altow for.quality individual at-

M. Scnedules-and lesson.plans
nosted.-with:a mix of innavative
activities that.are both staff-
and.child-initatad.

- A variety-ofactivities that in-
cludegroup games, amns and
crafts, sports and dramatic
play.
W A safe, clean environment
stocked with age-appropriate
materials, 1
I Well-balanced and nutritious
snacks.

Red flags:
- A program that doesn't en-
courage parents 1w observe.

I Childrer, ar= maving about

Fourth-grader Jacob Leath {front)
throws a tall during a game ef
dodgepall in Westwood School's
afier-school program.

for 30 minutes.or more without staff interaction.
;M. Staff spends most of the time Scolding children.

wide last: spring and-found that

-sifin 10 programs had reported a

“loss in funding due to the reces-
sion. Nine in 10 programs expect-
ed the recession to impact their
programs in the 2009-2040 school
year,

In the pasttwo years, Ohio ear-
marked ‘520 -million in federal
Temporary Assistance for Needy
Families money for after-school
programs. But in the two-year
budget Gov. Ted Strickland
signed. last: month, . that money
was eliminated.

Among the affected organiza-

. tions are the Boys & Girls Clubs

of Greater Cincinpati. which.op-
-erates five freestanding chibs
and four schoolbased. after-
school programs. The agency
-will loge about $440,000 over the

- Nextwo years,. or about what:jl

costs to-runsione of its clubs, said
‘Emily.Sandul, community affairs
director. .
:In‘Kentagky, legislators last
‘year-cutthe budget for extended
scheol services, which-includes
after-schoel . programs, from
$31:4:million to $12:2 milion. The

said that meantas many as 88,000
students would no longer receive
such services,

“These programs -are* 50 im-
poriant to families and working
parents,” said Liz Nusken. direc-
tor of the Ohic Afterschool Net-
work. a Columbus-based advocs-
cy group, *It's hard (for 2 parent)
to either stay on a job or do ajeb
well if your kids-are not in a safe
place.”

True, said Megan Wilsen, an -

after-school: specialist with 4C, a
child-care resource and referral
service. “The 3 p.m. 1o 6p.m. time
is when we see a decrease In par-
ent productivity in their jobs, be-
cauge they're worried about
where their children are. or
they're getting calls from their
children who are home alone.”

A 2006 Brandeis University
study found that parents con-
cerned about their children's
afterschool care miss an average
of eight days of work a year.

For many working parents.
the costs of afterschool pro-

Jgrams — and fnding a way to gel

children to and from them - are

er-school programs squeezed

CincyAtterSchool programs,
which-serve ep to 125 children at
each sife; are appealing because
most are free - only a-few sites
charge a small fee — and thev-are

- located in-a:school.:

. Last:month, Cincinnati Public

«andiits. CincyAfierSchool. pant-

ners--announced: they: received -
$11.9.million:in féderal 2ist Cen-

j- -tury Community Learning Cen-

ter:grants. That, combined with
funding ‘from United: Way. and
comrmounity agencies, - aliowed
the program to expand by six
sites, to 28 1otal,

‘That still does not come close
to meeting the community’s-
needs, said Rebecca Kelley, the
YMCA districtvice president. “At -
most of our 21st Cenwry sites, -
we're able to- serve about 20
percent-of the Cincinnati Public
Schoels students,” she said.

Helen Poynton of Pleasant
Ridge Janded on a waiting fist last
year when she tried t¢ enroll her
son, Sebastian Armswong, who
isnow 7, in the CincyAfterSchool
program at Pleasant Ridge Mon-
tessori,

Although she and her hus
band could.aiford to-send him to
another after-scheol program,
she knew' many other parents
could not. So she joined a parent
committee that worked with the |
school’s resource coordinator. A
partnership invelving the Cincin.
nati Recreation Commission and
YMCA was forged, resulting in
increased capacity at Fleasant
Ridge Montessori. Poynton's son
was admitted in January.

“You want your kigs to be
somewhere they're not just go-

ing to be sitting in frontof & TV."

she gaid, “You-want a quality pro-

In the 2007-2008 school year,
nearly half of students in Cin-
cyAfterSchoe!  programs  in-
creased their reading and math
scores. Data for the 2008-2009
school year is expected nexi
merth.

While engaged in after-school
art and environmental activities
last year, Sebastian Armsmong
may not have known there was

+an academic aspect 10 it all. Re-

gardless, he enjoyed leaming
about the water cycle.
“He thought that was the cool-
-y e
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